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	Unit Focus 

	This unit aims to develop students understanding of how animals adapt to survive in their particular environment. Each lesson students will examine two different animals in the Who Would Win book series to compare the different adaptations the animal has and decided who they think would win out of the two animals. Each lessons students’ write and share their justification of who they think would win and why with the class. It is important not to read the final few pages of the book each lesson revealing the authors choice of who would win, before students have had a chance to make up their own minds. Students will then create a comparison text and labelled diagrams of two similar animals of their own choice that are suited to a particular environment. 



	Resource Type
	Link 

	1. Text: Who would win? Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Killer-Whale-vs-Great-White-Shark-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545160759?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-2

	2. Text: Who would win? Whale vs. Giant Squid
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Whale-vs-Giant-Squid-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545301732?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-3


	3. Text: Who would win? Lion vs. Tiger
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Lion-vs-Tiger-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545175715?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-4


	4. Text: Who would win? Komodo Dragon vs. King Cobra
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Komodo-Dragon-vs-King-Cobra-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545301718?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-5


	5. Text: Who would win? Polar Bear vs. Grizzly Bear
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Polar-Bear-vs-Grizzly-Bear-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545175722?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-6


	6. Text: Who would win? Tarantula vs. Scorpion
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Tarantula-vs-Scorpion-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545301725?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-7


	7. Text: Who would win? Tyrannosaurus Rex vs. Velociraptor
	https://www.bookdepository.com/Tyrannosaurus-Rex-vs-Velociraptor-Jerry-Pallotta/9780545175739?ref=grid-view&qid=1571532412684&sr=1-8


	8. Science Web Activity: Who could I be?
	http://scienceweb.asta.edu.au/years-5-6/unit2/lesson-one/yr56-unit2-lesson-one.html


	9. Behavioural or structural sorting activity
	https://connectplus.pasco.k12.fl.us/mrozycki/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/b-s-sort.pdf
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	Australian Curriculum 

	Established Goals 
	Transfer 

	Science Curriculum
AC Science: Year 4: ACSSU072 Living things have life cycles
AC Science: Year 4: ACSSU073 Living things depend on each other and the environment to survive
AC Science: Year 5: ACSSU043 Living things have structural features and adaptations that help them survive in their environment

Literacy Curriculum
AC Literacy: Year 4: ACELA1490 Understand how texts vary in complexity and technicality depending on the approach to the topic, the purpose and the intended audience
 AC Literacy: Year 4: ACELA1498 Incorporate new vocabulary from a range of sources into students’ own texts including vocabulary encountered in research
AC Literacy: Year 4: ACELT1603 Discuss literary experiences with others, sharing responses and expressing a point of view
AC Literacy: Year 4: ACELY1690 Identify characteristic features used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to meet the purpose of the text
AC Literacy: Year 4: ACELY1964 Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and persuasive texts containing key information and supporting details for a widening range of audiences, demonstrating increasing control over text structures and language features
AC Literacy: Year 5: ACELA1797 Investigate how the organisation of texts into chapters, headings, subheadings, home pages and subpages for online texts and according to chronology or topic can be used to predict content and assist navigation
AC Literacy: Year 5: ACELY1701 Identify and explain characteristic text structures and language features used in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts to meet the purpose of the text
AC Literacy: Year 5: ACELY1699 Clarify understanding of content as it unfolds in formal and informal situations, connecting ideas to students’ own experiences and present and justify a point of view
AC Literacy: Year 5: ACELT1610 Recognise that ideas in literary texts can be conveyed from different viewpoints

ACARA General Capabilities
GC41 analyse information logically and make reasoned judgments
GC42 evaluate ideas and create solutions and draw conclusions
GC35 pose insightful and purposeful questions
	Ability to determine how animals adapt to survive in their habitat


	
	Meaning

	
	Skills
	Essential Questions 

	
	· Describing relationships that assist the survival of living things
· Drawing labelled diagrams
· Analysing how the form of living things enables them to function in their environments
· Creating texts demonstrating an understanding of how images and detail can be used to extend ideas
· Creating structured texts to explain ideas
· Selecting and using specific vocabulary

	· What features do animals have to help them survive in a particular environment?
· What does it mean to adapt?
· What are different types pf animal adaptations?
· What are the similarities and differences between different animals living 
· How do we create informative factual texts?





	Assessment Tasks

	Description of Tasks
	Achievement Standards

	Part A: Exploring Animal Texts: Who would win?
Demonstrate an understanding of the specific animal adaptations the book is comparing and explain your opinion of who would win out of the two animals.
1. Who would win: For each book in the series students will examine the adaptations and features of the two animals being compared
· Labelled diagram of each animal 
· Adaptations explained
· Giving an opinion: Justifying in your opinion who would win out of the two animals and why
	· Drawing labelled diagrams
· Analysing how the form of living things enables them to function in their environments
· Selecting specific vocabulary
· Expressing an opinion
· Justifying opinion using facts




	Part B: Animal Adaptation Comparison 
Students will create their own comparison text in a similar style to the books. Students need to select a particular habitat and two similar animals that live in that habitat. Students will research their animal and create factual information in their own words demonstrating the adaptations the animals have.
· Labelled diagram of both animals
· Animal adaptations
· Comparing- habitats
· Comparing- diet
· Comparing- lifecycle (if applicable)
· Comparing- shelter
· Conclusion: which animal is the stronger of the two and more likely to survive
	· Describing relationships that assist the survival of living things
· Drawing labelled diagrams
· Analysing how the form of living things enables them to function in their environments
· Creating texts demonstrating an understanding of how images and detail can be used to extend ideas
· Creating structured texts to explain ideas
· Selecting and using specific vocabulary



	Suggested Lesson Sequence

	Description 

	LE1 
	What do we know? | T-Rex vs. Velociraptor
Text: Who would win: Tyrannosaurus Rex vs. Velociraptor by Jerry Pallotta & Rob Bolster
1. Brainstorm: What is an adaptation? What different environments do plants and animals live in and what adaptations do they have to survive?
2. Science Web Activity: What could I be: Students can complete this task individually, in groups or as a whole class. Share responses: which animals could they be? Is there more than one animal that could fit the adaptation/ habitat?
3. Discuss: What adaptations might dinosaurs have? What do we know about Tyrannosaurus rex and Velociraptors? 
4. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
5. Read text aloud to class
6. T-Rex vs. Velociraptor worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both dinosaurs
7. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.

	LE2 
	Adaptations |Polar Bear vs. Grizzly Bear
Text: Who would win: Polar Bear vs. Grizzly Bear by Jerry Pallotta and Rob Bolster
1. Video:  Animal Adaptations: watch
2. Animal Environments: Discuss what different kinds of habitats animals live in?
3. Animal Environment adaptations brainstorm: Have students work in groups of 3-4 to brainstorm the different adaptations that plants and animals might need to survive in a particular environment. Give each group an A3 piece of paper with an image of a particular environment (forest, grassland, desert, Tundra, Freshwater, Marine)
4. Environment Brainstorm share: Have students share what adaptations they think animals and plants need to survive in that environment. Allow students to add in other ideas to other groups.
5. Discuss: What adaptations might bears have? 
6. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
7. Read text aloud to class
8. Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both animals.
9. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.

	LE3 
	Types of Adaptations |Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark
Text: Who would win: Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark by Jerry Pallotta and Rob Bolster
1) Video:  Types of adaptations: watch
2) Behavioural or structural Activity: Discuss the differences between behavioural and structural adaptations. Sorting activity: Students to work as a group on the floor and sort the cards into which category they think it fits. Discuss which adaptations are which.
2. Discuss: What adaptations might sea creatures have? What do we know about killer whales and great white sharks? 
3. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
4. Read text aloud to class
5. Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both animals.
6. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.

	LE4 
	Adaptations |Whale vs. Giant Squid
Text: Who would win: Whale vs. Giant Squid by Jerry Pallotta and Rob Bolster
1. Animal Adaptations Activity: Complete as class
2. Animal Adaptations Quiz: Complete as task- same website as above
3. Top 10 Australian Animal Adaptations: Discuss Australian environments and animal adaptations website
4. Discuss: What adaptations might sea creatures have? What do we know about killer whales and great white sharks? 
5. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
6. Read text aloud to class
7. Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both animals.
8. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.
9. Animal Adaptations Project: Brainstorm animals and environment that students would like to focus on their project

	LE5 

	Tarantula vs. Scorpion
Text: Who would win: Tarantula vs. Scorpion by Jerry Pallotta and Rob Bolster
1. Discuss: What adaptations might spiders and scorpions have? 
2. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
3. Read text aloud to class
4. Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both animals.
5. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.
6. Animal Adaptations Project: working on project
· Choose two animals and environment
· Animal adaptations research 
· Labelled diagrams showing adaptations
· Comparison text
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Komodo Dragon vs. King Cobra
Text: Who would win: Komodo Dragon vs. King Cobra by Jerry Pallotta and Rob Bolster
1. Discuss: What adaptations might spiders and scorpions have? 
2. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
3. Read text aloud to class
4. Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both animals.
5. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.
6. Animal Adaptations Project: working on project
· Choose two animals and environment
· Animal adaptations research 
· Labelled diagrams showing adaptations
· Comparison text

	LE7 

	Lion vs. Tiger
Text: Who would win: Lion vs. Tiger by Jerry Pallotta and Rob Bolster
1. Discuss: What adaptations might spiders and scorpions have? 
2. Before reading: Who do we think might win?
3. Read text aloud to class
4. Killer Whale vs. Great White Shark worksheet: students document features and draw labelled diagram of both animals.
5. Justify: Students justify which they think would win and why. Students share their justification with the class.
6. Animal Adaptations Project: working on project
· Choose two animals and environment
· Animal adaptations research 
· Labelled diagrams showing adaptations
· Comparison text

	LE8 
	Sharing: Animal Adaptations Project
· Students to present their animal comparisons and labelled diagrams to the class
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