Reader Engagement - Foundation to Level Six[image: Read, Book, Boys, Education, Seat, As Children, School]


Summary of lessons / unit
Research continually tells us that nightly reading directly benefits a student’s improvement in reading. As teachers we know the importance of students choosing the right LEVELLED books to ensure reading progression, however we also want to engage the students in reading. This series of lessons looks at engaging students in reading by using library time (book borrowing) to share, discuss, choose books of interest and hopefully grow reader engagement. 
This reading unit would run alongside a student’s levelled reading program. 
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Australian Curriculum - English - Literature - Responding to Literature 
(Progression from Foundation to Level Six)

	Level
	Australian Curriculum Outcome
	Elaborations

	Foundation
	Respond to texts, identifying favourite stories, authors and illustrators (ACELT1577  )
	*talking about stories and authors, choosing favourites, discussing how students feel about what happens in stories
*engaging with the humour in some stories and repeating favourite lines, jokes and ideas
returning to preferred texts and commenting on reasons for selection
 

	Level One
	Express preferences for specific texts and authors and listen to the opinions of others (ACELT1583 )
	*sharing favourite texts and authors and some reasons for preferences
*discussing different texts and considering what is entertaining or appealing and why
*using arts methods and role play to express personal responses to characters and events in stories
*identifying who is telling the story in different texts
 

	Level Two
	Identify aspects of different types of literary texts that entertain, and give reasons for personal preferences (ACELT1590 )
	*describing features of texts from different cultures including recurring language patterns, style of illustrations, elements of humour or drama, and identifying the features which give rise to their personal preferences
*connecting the feelings and behaviours of animals in anthropomorphic stories with human emotions and relationships
*drawing, writing and using digital technologies to capture and communicate favourite characters and events

	Level Three
	Develop criteria for establishing personal preferences for literature (ACELT1598
	*building a conscious understanding of preference regarding topics and genres of personal interest (for example humorous short stories, school and family stories, mysteries, fantasy and quest, series books)
*selecting and discussing favourite texts and explaining their reasons for assigning greater or lesser merit to particular texts or types of texts

	Level Four
	Discuss literary experiences with others, sharing responses and expressing a point of view (ACELT1603
	*sharing and discussing students’ own and others’ understanding of the effects of particular literary techniques on their appreciation of texts
*drawing comparisons between multiple texts and students’ own experiences. Commenting orally, in written form and in digital reviews on aspects such as: 'Do I recognise this in my own world?'; 'How is this text similar to or different from other texts I’ve read?'; 'How common is it to human experience in the real world?'; 'What new ideas does it bring?'; ’How do they fit with what I believe?'

	Level Five
	Present a point of view about particular literary texts using appropriate metalanguage, and reflecting on the viewpoints of others (ACELT1609
	*posing and discussing questions, such as ‘Should this character have behaved as they did?’, and beginning to make balanced judgements about the dilemmas characters face and relative merit and harm

	Level Six
	Identify and explain how choices in language, for example modality, emphasis, repetition and metaphor, influence personal response to different texts (ACELT1615 
	noting how degrees of possibility are opened up through the use of modal verbs (for example, ‘It may be a solution’ as compared to ‘It could be a solution’), as well as through other resources such as adverbs (for example, ‘It’s possibly/probably/certainly a solution’), adjectives (for example, ‘It’s a possible/probable/certain solution’); and nouns (for example, ‘It’s a possibility/probability’)





[image: Emoticon, Emoji, Cartoon, Emotions, Smiley, Happy]Learning Intention:
· Students to understand how their interests/preferences affect the books they read.  

Success Criteria:
· Library borrowing to be increased.
· Nightly reading to be increased.
· Reading levels to be increased. 
· Students able to verbalise their preferences when reading books.















Lesson Progression

Lesson One - Student Interest
What are your students’ interested in? What do they watch, play, do, write, draw and/or think? 

Lesson One focuses on the interests of your students and makes them aware of their own interests. Begin by explaining the definition of the term ‘interests’ and synonyms of the word interest.

Brainstorm by using a mind map with the centre word ‘ME’ displayed. Depending on the level your students are working at will depend on the detail included in the mind map. 
The following categories will help prompt students with their thinking: 
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	Sport
	Activities
	Holidays

	Art
	Afterschool
	Animals

	Music
	People
	Science

	Gaming
	Weekends
	History

	Food
	Visiting
	At School

	Thoughts
	Geography
	Performing



**There are digital mind map makers which you may like to use to extend students. The following are links to websites (please do your own research on cyber safety for your students when using the mind map maker websites)

· https://www.mindmup.com/
· https://www.canva.com/graphs/mind-maps/  
· http://mindmapfree.com/    
· https://venngage.com/features/mind-map-maker 

Lesson Two - Matching interest to fiction books
Lesson Two focuses on matching student’s interest to fiction books. Ask students to look at their ME mind map and to choose one to three specific interests. They will become the expert on books related to these interests for future lessons. At this stage the level of the book is not the priority it is the interest. 

Once students have chosen their specific interests they can begin searching for books which match. This may be time consuming to begin with and need parent / librarian assistance for younger years. As the school year progresses students will continue to add to their lists, however I have listed some websites to help begin their/your search.

· https://www.readingrockets.org/books/booksbytheme 
· https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/kid-friendly-guide-to-new-reading-genres.html 
· https://www.readbrightly.com/stem-books-for-kids/ (Science / Technology books)
· https://www.booktopia.com.au/books-online/kids-childrens-books/children-s-fiction/sporting-stories-for-children-teenagers/cYFR-p1.html (Sporting books)
· https://www.readings.com.au/collection/books-for-sporty-kids (Sporting books)
As well as websites, students can roam book shelves or use a ‘buddy’ pairing up a junior with a senior student to help search the library or websites. 

Once students have found books on their interests teachers/students may like to write titles on a wall poster which can be added to for future use.
An example is below:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Interest: Australian Rules Football    Expert/s: Student name
[image: https://image.shutterstock.com/image-photo/australian-rules-football-260nw-219088438.jpg]Books:

· Crawf’s Kick it to Nick series
· The Selwood Boys series
· Speccy-tacular AFL Stories
· Specky Magee
· Fox Swift takes on the Unbeatables

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Interest: Space   			Expert/s: Student name
Books:
· [image: Astronaut, Moon, Space, Astronomy]Aliens Love Underpants by Claire Freedman and Ben Cort
· Mousetronaut by Mark Kelly

· There is No Place like Space by Tish Rabe (Dr Seuss series)
· The Jupiter Chronicles by Leonardo Ramirez
· Amelia’s Amazing Space Adventures (series) by Evonne Blanchard
· Space Explorers (The Magic School Bus Series)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Interest: Gaming   			Expert/s: Student name
Books:

· Pixel Raiders series
· [image: Joystick, Controller, Game, Play]Diary of a Minecraft Creeper series
· My Life as a Gamer by Janet Tashjian
· Game Over, Pete Watson by Joe Schreiber
· Game on! By D.J. Steinberg

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------








Lesson Three - Becoming the expert on their interest
Lessons Two, Three and Four could take multiple lessons and will depend on the engagement level of your students. 

Lesson Three students become the expert on good books which feature their interest. Students read the book on their interest either independently or with an older reader such as a parent/carer. They form an opinion on this book which they share with others. 

To ensure all students are actively participating in this lesson, it may be useful to organise smaller groups of 4 or 5 and they share their books in smaller groups rather than a whole class setting. 

There are many suggestions in the elaborations section of the Australian Curriculum above, which you could use during this lesson.

Students can do a formal book review on their book or a simple star rating which could be placed on the wall poster from the previous lesson. Book review ideas are listed in the resource section below. 

If students complete a review these could be placed in school libraries or town libraries with a heading such as - If you like AFL then you will love this book…..[image: Bookshelf, Books, Heart, Read, Learning]









Lesson Four - Exploring other interests
Lesson Four focuses on expanding students’ preferences. Once they have become an expert on a few of their own interests challenge them to read a book outside their own interest. Direct them to the wall chart (Lesson Two), remind them of books they have heard their peers review or ask them to look at the ME mind maps (Lesson One) of other students to choose a topic that is new to them. Once again, use the elaborations section of the Australian Curriculum to ensure you are accurately covering the level of your students. 
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Lesson Five - Comparing their interest to most popular books
Once students have been exposed to books at their interest level and the interest of peers begin to expand their engagement by showing them popular books. Students may like to do their own poll within the school or participate in one of the polls run by websites below. 

Most popular book lists are listed under the Resource section of this unit. 

Continually ask students their thinking on the book and their likes and dislikes to encourage deeper thinking when reading. 

At the end of the series of lessons ask students if their enjoyment of books differs from the beginning of the unit and why.  
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Assessment 
· Running Records / Benchmark Assessment
· Reading Journal - record of nights read
· Anecdotal notes on engagement in lessons
· Book review assessment either speaking and listening or writing criteria depending on the Australian Curriculum outcome. 

Resources
Your local library websites such as:
· https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/
· https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Libraries 

Free EBooks 
· https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/pages/library-page
· https://www.kidsworldfun.com/ebooks.php

Book Review Templates
· https://www.sparklebox.co.uk/literacy/writing/frames/book-reviews.html
· https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/book-review-guide/
· http://www.scool.scholastic.com.au/schoolzone/Jadehttp.dll?SchoolZone=&H01=4&H04=50053&_jadeReferenceClass=SchCRMHtmlClassMaster001&_jadeReferenceDocument=SchCRM_MasterPage001

Most Popular Books - Australia
· Top 25 Younger Readers Books - Better Reading (2019)
· Top 25 Older Readers - Better Reading (2019)
· Top 51 Kids - Dymocks

Favourite Books of All Time
· Book Trust - Best Children’s Books of all times in age categories
· 50 Books Kids Should Read before Aged 12 
· 50 Books every child should read 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1001 Children’s Books You Must Read Before You Grow Up
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