The Rock Cycle
Read the information and the complete the rock cycle.
Igneous rocks start as magma. When the magma (the molten rock under the surface of the earth) cools and hardens it forms igneous rock.  Igneous rock can be heated and pressurised to form metamorphic rock. Igneous rock can also be broken down over time through the process of weathering and erosion to form sediments. Sediments are the tiny particles of broken down rock or soil. Sediments are washed away by water and accumulate in lakes, rivers and oceans. When sediments are in the water they are compacted and cemented to form sedimentary rock. As the sedimentary rocks get buried under more and more sediment or come into contact with magma the pressure and heat can cause sedimentary rock to change into metamorphic rock. If metamorphic rock is buried more deeply, the temperature and pressure continues to rise which can cause the metamorphic rock to melt into magma. If metamorphic rock is not buried any further, then it can be weathered and eroded into sediments.
Using the information above cut out the arrows and the rocks to and glue them into your books to make the rock cycle.
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The geological process that forms rocks is cyclical. Each type of sedimentary, igneous or
metamorphic rock can be changed iato each other type of rock. This is known as the rock cycle. The
following explanation staris with igneous rocks.

Tgneous rocks start as magma. When magmea - molten rock under the Earth’s surface — and lava —
molten rock on the Earth’s surface — cools and hardens, it forms igneous rack. The igneous rock is
broken down over time through the weathering process. These particles of broken rock. or soil, are
washed away by water and accunmlate in lakes or oceans and harden into rock again — this time as
sedimentary rock. As the sedimentary rock is buried under more and more sediments, or comes ifo
contact with magma, the pressure and heat can cause metamorphism to oceur. This transforms the
sedimentary rock into 2 metamorphic rock. If metamorphic rock is buried more deeply. temperatures
and pressures contimue to rise. If the temperature becomes hot enough the metamorphic rock melts
and forms the molten rock called magma and so the cycle continues.





