









Multimodal Literacy Unit – Year 3
Learning from Literature – Exploring Adjectives 

	LITERACY - Year 3
	Literacy: Learning from literature
Text: The Little Refugee by Anh Do

	LESSON 1: Learning from Literature – Picture Book

	Lesson Outcome By the end of the lesson students will:
· Compare and analyse a text;
· Use descriptive language to interpret text;
· Identify that descriptive language portrays particular meaning and emphasis within texts.

	Curriculum Links
	Learning Progression

	
English

Examining literature
Discuss how language is used to describe the setting in texts, and explore (ACELT1599)

Discuss the nature and effects of some language devices used to enhance meaning and shape the reader’s reaction (ACELT1600)

Language for interaction 
Examine how evaluative language can be varied to be more or less forceful (ACELA1477)

Expressing and developing ideas
Learn extended and technical vocabulary including modal verbs and adverbs (ACELA1484)

General Capabilities
Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia.
Critical thinking
Intercultural understanding
Literacy capabilities
Personal and social capability

Cross Curriculum Links
History: Knowledge and understanding. Stories of people who migrated to Australia and the reasons they migrated.
	
Lesson Introduction
Introduce the topic for today: Class discussion
· Have you heard of migration or immigration?
· What does it mean to you?
· What can you tell me about migrants?

Introduce Inquiry Question and Discuss
· Why did/do people migrate to Australia?
· What thoughts/feelings people undergo when migrating?
· What implications may arise for migrants?
Record main ideas on EWB.

Key Learning Activities
Whole class reading of text: The Little Refugee by Anh Do
· Collaboratively work through major events in the text (sequencing)
· List the main events/phases of the story on the EWB
1. Life in Vietnam
2. The boat journey
3. Arrival in Australia
4. Settled in Australia

Briefly revise/refresh students’ knowledge of adjectives as descriptive words. Choose a page in the text and read aloud to class asking students to identify adjectives. Discuss HOW the adjectives influence and inform the reader.

Students will work individually to complete:
· A picture of each three major events in the book
· Students will brainstorm a list of words describing how Anh felt during that specific part of the journey.
· Encourage students to use a thesaurus. 

Extension Activities: 1). Use  http://www.wordle.net/ to create word cloud for one of you scenes. 2). Write a summarising paragraph for one of the scenes. Include the adjectives you recorded to make your writing piece descriptive and expressive.

Closing Activity/reflection
Return to floor. Ask students to share their adjectives.

	Assessment
· Informal formative - prompt all students to participate in class discussion
· Formative – provide ongoing feedback during activity time. Prompt students in the text analysis by presenting them with open-ended questions.
· Summative – students submit completed table for assessment of text analysis, text interpretation, and use of adjectives.

	Resources
· Book: The Little Refugee by Anh Do
· Electronic White Board (EWB)
· Table (attached)
· Literacy books (allocate a section for this unit).







	LITERACY - Year: 3
	Literacy: Learning from literature
Video: Anh Do’s Story Live

	LESSON 2: Learning from Audio / Visual Text

	Lesson Outcome By the end of the lesson students will:
· Compare and analyse audio / visual text;
· Identify that descriptive language portrays particular meaning and emphasis within texts;
· Interact with others to discuss ideas and share information

	Curriculum Links
	Learning Progression

	
English

Examining literature
Discuss how language is used to describe the setting in texts, and explore (ACELT1599)

Language for interaction 
Examine how evaluative language can be varied to be more or less forceful (ACELA1477)

Listen to and contribute to conversations and discussions to share information and ideas and negotiate in collaborative situations (ACELY1676)




General Capabilities
Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia.
Critical thinking
Intercultural understanding
Literacy capabilities
Personal and social capability

Cross Curriculum Links
History: Knowledge and understanding. Stories of people who migrated to Australia and the reasons they migrated.
	
Lesson Introduction
Introduce the topic by refreshing previous learning and deductions made from the text used in lesson 1.
· What happened in the text?
· How do adjectives help shape text?
· Do pictures (use Anh Do’s book) influence the reader? In what ways?
· Give examples from table completed in previous lesson.

Introduce learning
Today we look at the same story presented in a different way. View Anh Do’s story told live: Visit: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2aWhADIVkk

Key Learning Activities
After viewing:
· Class discussion: Analyse the video story against the storybook. Jot down some points on the EWB for students to refer to.
· Briefly revise/refresh students’ tables from previous lesson. Briefly discuss: Do the adjectives students found align with the video version?
· Students work in groups of three to complete the Text Comparison and Similarities Chart (appendix). Each student completes their own chart, however discussion is vital to stimulate deep thinking. Allow approx. 15/20 minutes.
· Pause and discuss. Ask students to share work with class.
· Allow 10 minutes for students to annotate the recorded chart with adjectives (students may refer to lesson one table). Students do this individually, looking for similarities or discrepancies between the texts being analysed..

Closing Activity/reflection
Return to floor. Ask students to share their findings.


	Assessment
· Informal formative - prompt all students to participate in class discussion
· Formative – provide ongoing feedback during activity time. Prompt students in the text analysis by presenting them with open-ended questions.
· Summative – students submit Comparison and Similarities Chart. Teacher provides individual feedback in time for next lesson

	Resources
· Electronic White Board (EWB)
· YouTube Access: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2aWhADIVkk
· Text comparison and similarities chart










	LITERACY - Year: 3
	Literacy: Learning from literature

	LESSONS 3 and 4: Responding to Literature through writing

	Lesson Outcome
By the end of the lesson students will plan, draft, and publish a piece of writing using expressive language to elaborate on the feelings and affects of migrants, in response to the text and video The Little Refugee by Anh Do.

	Curriculum Links
	Learning Progression

	
English

Language for interaction 
Examine how evaluative language can be varied to be more or less forceful (ACELA1477)

Examining literature
Discuss how language is used to describe settings in texts and explore how the settings shape the events and influence the mood of narrative (ACELT1599)

Creating texts
Plan, draft and publish imaginative texts demonstrating increasing control over language features (ACELY1682)

Reread and edit text for meaning, grammatical choices and punctuation (ACELY1683)

General Capabilities
Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia.
Critical thinking
Intercultural understanding
Literacy capabilities
Personal and social capability

Cross Curriculum Links
History: Knowledge and understanding. Stories of people who migrated to Australia and the reasons they migrated.
	
Lesson Introduction
Introduce the topic by refreshing previous learning and deductions made from the text used in lesson 1 and 2
· Refresh major events of The Little Refugee and revisit the adjectives covered in last lesson.
· Present today’s learning: Expressive writing
· Discuss expressive. How does this relate to lesson one and two? (explicit links to adjectives and how they shape the meaning of text).
· Recall and reflect on the text and the video?
· In what ways does Mr Do show expression in his video?

Introduce Adjective Palette 
Display the Adjective Palette (appendix) on EWB. Discuss with students how adjectives are used to describe each of the given areas, consequently adding interest, expression, and detail to text.

Learning Activity:
Students are given a choice of three topics. Students are asked to write an expressive writing piece in continuation of the given topics. Students will write in first person, imagining they are Anh Do themselves. 

Remind students that this task is not about writing the end of the story. Students are to use their descriptive words to draw the reader into an understanding of what Anh felt like during a certain part of the journey.

List writing starters on EWB. Students use one of the following (or may like to write their own):
1) I turned back to catch one last glimpse of the quickly disappearing shore of Vietnam…
2) There was yelling and screaming on the boat when suddenly I realised why…
3) I ran to see why the captain was so excited…
4) As my sister screamed with delight, I too ran to the front of the boat…

· Allow students to use charts from previous lessons
· Display Adjective Palette on EWB during both lessons for easy reference
· Students are to complete a draft by the end of lesson 3 or complete the task for homework

Lesson 4
· Begin by refreshing Adjective Palette in light of previous learning.
· Students work in pairs to share their work with a peer. Students will peer-assess the written work, providing feedback on the use and effectiveness of adjectives.
· Students complete a final copy that is presented to the class or displayed in the classroom. Teacher uses final copy for summative assessment.



	Assessment:
· Informal formative - prompt all students to participate in class discussion. Watch students as they interact with their peer to peer-assess and provide feedback. Ensure students are sensitive and positive.
· Formative – provide ongoing feedback during writing time. 
· Peer-assessment -  students provide feedback to each other before completing final copy
· Summative – students submit final copy for assessment

	Resources:
· Electronic White Board (EWB)
· Lesson 3: Adjective Palette (appendix)
· Charts used in lesson 1 and 2 to help develop text content





Learning from Literature – Exploring Adjectives
Year 3 Literacy Unit


	Lesson 1 – Description and Adjective Table
(May be printed onto A3 paper, alternatively display on EWB for students to draw their own).

	
SCENE DESCRIPTION
	
SCENE DESCRIPTION
	
SCENE DESCRIPTION

	
(Illustration)
	
	

	Adjectives that describe events / feelings / thoughts in the scene
	Adjectives that describe events / feelings / thoughts in the scene
	Adjectives that describe events / feelings / thoughts in the scene

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Lesson 2 – Text Comparison Chart
(May be printed onto A3 paper, alternatively display on EWB for students to draw their own).




Shared
The Video

The Book

	Lesson 3 – Adjective Palette
Retrieved from http://www.prodivame.com/uploads/6/6/3/3/6633752/paint_writing.jpg
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